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The National Aeronautics and Space
Administration and the Newseum welcome

you to the 25th anniversary of the First Comet
Encounter by a robotic spacecraft. The feat of
the team of America’s scientists and engineers
that led to the historic encounter with comet
Giacobini-Zinner on September 11, 1985,
established a foundation of discoveries that
continues today.

In the next 6 months, NASA spacecraft will
encounter 2 additional comets:
Hartley-2 on November 4, 2010
Tempel-1 on February 14, 2011

Did comets bring life’s building blocks to Earth?
What will we discover next?
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“Thou art a lovely mystery, Flaming Star!
Throughout the diamond-pointed glittering sky,
In beds of deepest, purest, sapphire lie

The rolling orbs thou see’st from afar!

O sword of God, thy terrors now are past

No longer quake the nations at thy name,
Though still great awe and wonder doth remain

To see thy fairy beauty fading fast!...

Halley’s Comet: Romance of Its Past
—Ilrene B. Toye Warner



